
Minutes 2020.5.11.CityCouncilMtg 

 

DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Held electronically via ZOOM due to state orders 

 

Monday, May 11, 2020 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Lyons at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin, Councilmembers: Patrick Bakeman, James Dodd, 

Randy Gross, Danielle Lucas and Bob Schuur 

Staff: City Manager, Kevin Anderson 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Councilmember James Dodd, offered and moved the adoption of the minutes; seconded 

by Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES: 6 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 0 

 

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL – 

 

James Dodd: Asked about whether fireworks were still going to happen on July 4th.  

Patrick Bakeman indicated that the Young Professionals had a meeting and are trying to 

decide on whether to purchase fireworks. Councilmember Dodd also asked about whether 

the City wanted to look into kids roller skating and roller blading at Schuur Park.  Kevin 

Anderson indicated he would look into the matter and advise. 

 

Leon Laylin: Asked about the bad tree at Adams and Lowe.  Kevin Anderson believes 

it’s on the list to be taken down; he will check into it. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) 

None 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 

None 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

1. Councilmember Randy Gross offered and moved the adoption of the following 

resolution; seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 



WHEREAS, the regularly scheduled, May 25, City Council meeting falls on Memorial 

Day; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to reschedule the City Council meeting 

for Tuesday, May 26, 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the rescheduling will not have an adverse effect on the conduct of City 

business. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council hereby 

reschedules the City Council meeting from Monday, May 25, to Tuesday, May 26, 2020. 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES: 6 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 0 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

 

2. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following 

resolution; seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Charter requires that a complete itemized budget 

proposal must be presented to the City Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Council has begun a review of the proposed budget so that action can 

be taken on a budget pursuant to City Charter requirements; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to adoption of a budget the public is to be notified of a public hearing 

regarding the proposed budget. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council 

acknowledges that the tentative budget for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2021 has 

been received for further review by the City Council. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk be instructed to place on display 

copies of this proposed budget and to publish notice of a public hearing thereon at least 

six (6) days in advance of the May 26, 2020 City Council Meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES: 6 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 0 

 



ADOPTED 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

 

Resolutions 3 & 4 combined vote: 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following 

resolutions; seconded by Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 66, Section 66.19 of the Dowagiac City Code, "Single Lot 

Assessments-Generally," provides that the City of Dowagiac is authorized to levy a 

special assessment against single premises for expenses which are chargeable against 

such premises under the provisions of the Dowagiac City Code, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Council, upon due consideration and deliberations, 

determined that certain noxious weeds and grasses were present upon the various single 

premises described in Appendix A attached hereto and incorporated herein by 

reference, and that the cutting of such noxious weeds and grasses by the City was 

necessary by virtue of non-compliance with the provisions of Chapter 86, Section 

86.59 of the Dowagiac City Code, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the expense incurred with respect to each parcel of land entered upon in 

carrying out the provisions of said Chapter 86 have been kept, which charges, together 

with an amount equal to fifty percent (50%) thereof to cover costs of publication, 

overhead and other expenses, are chargeable against such single premises as provided in 

Chapter 66 of the Dowagiac City Code, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the City Manager has directed the City Assessor to prepare a special 

assessment roll covering all such charges which have not been paid, together with an 

additional amount equal to fifty percent (50%) thereof, to cover the cost of publication, 

overhead and other expenses, and; 

 

WHEREAS, said roll has been filed with the City Clerk and is now being presented to 

the Council for confirmation and levy, and; 

 

WHEREAS, said special assessment roll is attached hereto and made a part of this 

resolution. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the 

affirmative vote of its City Council, does hereby confirm the attached special assessment 

roll for the parcels more fully described in Appendix A attached hereto and incorporated 

herein by reference and directs the City Administration to levy said assessments against 

the individual properties therein set forth. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 



AYES: 6 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 0 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

 

5. Councilmember Randy Gross offered and moved the adoption of the following 

resolution; seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to 

approve the following invoices and payroll #16 04/20/20 - 05/03/20 

 

  Invoices $153,143.54 

  Payroll #16 $159,190.76 

   

  Total  $312,334.30 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

 

 BILLS    PAYROLL   TOTAL 

         $153,143.54           $159,190.76   $312,334.30 

 

 

ROLL CALL: 

AYES: 6 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 0 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS— 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin:  Indicated that he participated in the Conference Telephone 

session of the Planning Commission meeting.  The charges for the 1 hour, 45 minute call 

were $24.45. He wanted the city to know the amount for future calls. 

 

Councilmember Bob Schuur:  Was pleased to see work continuing at Alumni Field at the 

high school.  He was also pleased to see that work was continuing at the Dowagiac 

Library. 

 



Councilmember James Dodd:  Indicated that he saw work being done at the old Sears 

Hometown store building.  He inquired whether it was still going to be a rent to own 

establishment.  He also was pleased that road work was being done on 51-S. 

 

City Manager Kevin Anderson: Provided an update on the ICG building.  Tomorrow, 

May 12, is the proposed closing date on the site.  He has hopes that the demolition will 

begin in June. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

Councilmember Danielle Lucas offered and moved the adjournment of the meeting; 

seconded by Councilmember Patrick Bakeman. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

AYES: 6 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 0 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Mayor, Don Lyons 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________ 

City Clerk, Patty Patano 


